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A security offi cer stands watch over the light rail train that recently celebrated expansion into downtown Mesa. The light rail train now serves Phoenix, Mesa and
Tempe, and the three cities are part of a larger Valley consortium of cities pushing to expand light-rail lines to serve even more cities and residents. Scottsdale,
however, has recently dropped out of the consortium, and city offi cials say the light rail could harm the old-town feel and image of Scottsdale.

Annual Fiesta Cluster Dog 
Show prepares to take over 
WestWorld  March 4-8.
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Saddle up
in Scottsdale

Hashknife Pony Express 
makes its annual visit to 
Scottsdale as part of the 
kick-off to the Parada del 
Sol.

Support unbiased,
local journalism!

This is Scottsdale’s
own newspaper… 

We are now compact – 
which means we are 
friendlier to read and 

more colorful than ever.

Thank you.

Call us to set up a no-pressure, in-home consultation today! 
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NO-INTEREST OPTION UNTIL

Lure of electric transit fails to sway city leaders 

   By Zach Colick
Independent Newspapers

Enhancing public transportation 
throughout Scottsdale is high on the 
priority list for city leaders, but joining 
other Valley cities anxious to hop on 
the light-rail bandwagon is not part of 
the plan for the West’s most Western 
town.

Scottsdale has no plan to build 
light rail lines within city limits and 
is resisting pressure to link up with 
neighboring cities that already have 
the light-rail tracks extended into their 
communities.

Mesa, Tempe and Phoenix have all 
embraced light rail, and some believe 

an extension into Scottsdale would 
benefi t East Valley cities even more.

Mayor Jim Lane, however, says 
light rail holds few if any advantages 
to Scottsdale and fails to address 
or answer future transportation-en-
hancement needs.

Providing greater connectivity 
throughout Scottsdale, particularly in 
south Scottsdale as efforts are in place 
to revitalize the areas near Scottsdale 
and McDowell roads by the ASU Sky-
Song project, will be paramount as 
a city offi cials continue talking eco-
nomic vitality.

Despite ongoing discussions that 
have also felt the pulse of the com-
munity, city leaders say they — for 

now, at least — do not support light 
rail in the burgeoning metropolis.

In April 2009, Scottsdale dropped 
out as a member of the Metro light-
rail board of directors after Mayor 
Lane determined the city was not get-
ting the most bang for its buck.

City offi cials agreed the $50,000 
investment in annual membership 
costs and staff time to remain in-
volved were wasteful considering 
Scottsdale was not interested in the 
regional transportation plan and did 
not have light rail tracks.

While some were concerned pull-
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“If there is a dependency on (light rail), then that will be a problem.”
Scottsdale Mayor Jim Lane

Despite plea of neighbors, Scottsdale says no to light rail
What do 

you think?
Should Scottsdale 

consider expan-
sion of the Valley’s 

light rail system into 
the city, and con-
nect with the rail 

now serving Mesa, 
Tempe and Phoenix?

Post your 
comments at the 

Public Forums 
site at

www.newszap.com 


