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Dogs
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“Some dogs and owners compete just for
fun, while others see it as a big competition
to train for other events coming up in the
next several months,” Ms. Donahue said.

The Fiesta Cluster Dog Show has gained
in popularity over the years. Organizers say it
has become one of the more popular, well-
attended events across the country besides
the Westminster Kennel Club annual dog
show.

The longtime, popular show held annu-
ally in New York City is celebrating its 134th
anniversary this year.

Mike Peat, a Fiesta Cluster Dog Show or-

ganizer, believes the number of competitors
and the general public attendees should ex-
ceed last year’s figures as the event provides
fun for the family at an affordable price.

“We hope to rebound this year,” said Mr.
Peat, noting the economy may have played
a factor last year’s attendance. “Some of the
other dog show events across the country
have shown good results.”

Though no dogs will be sold during the
event, Ms. Donahue explained it is a good
opportunity for the public to see a number
of different dog breeds on display to deter-
mine whether a certain breed would be a
good fit in a particular family’s home.

Event organizers will also honor canines
that have served overseas in Iraq during the
war. Honors also include a short presenta-
tion on their military roles and what they ac-

complished with their human colleagues.

The third annual American Kennel Club
Canine Health Foundation Fiesta takes place
4-9 p.m. Saturday, March 6, with all event
proceeds benefiting the AKC Canine Health
Foundation, which conducts research in the
hopes of conquering the diseases felt by ail-
ing dogs.

Unlike in previous years, Ms. Donahue
said the $20 event is open to the public and
offers a beer garden.

The event begins during group competi-
tion of the Scottsdale Dog Fanciers Associa-
tion all-breed show and continues through-
out the night. A special beer garden will be
set up ringside, offering food, drinks, raffles
and a silent auction. After best in show,
the raffle and auction winners will be an-
nounced. Attendees can also dance to the

Honor Ball a tribute to those who support a healthy community

By Sandy Trznadel

Volunteer Contributor

Thirty-three years ago philanthropist Vir-
ginia G. Piper came up with the idea for The
Honor Ball.

She envisioned a very successful event
that joined the community and physicians
together for an evening of fine dining, danc-
ing and socializing while raising funds for
Scottsdale Healthcare.

The first Honor Ball was held Jan. 15,
1977 and was in honor of Virginia’s hus-
band, Kenneth M. Piper.

Close to 500 people attended that inaugu-
ral ball and it has been a hit ever since.

The original planning committee decided
The Honor Ball was a fitting name and set a
standard that is still followed today.

Mrs. Piper’s inspiration, creativity and
generosity led to one of the most fun and
prestigious black-tie events in the Valley.
That first Honor Ball in 1977 raised $90,000
in proceeds, an unprecedented amount at
that time locally.

Some 33 years later, net proceeds from
The Honor Ball have contributed more than
$8.5 million to Scottsdale Healthcare.

It's a remarkable record of achievement
and support for our locally- based, nonprofit
health provider.

This year we celebrate the 34th Scotts-
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dale Healthcare Founda-
tion Honor Ball and I have
the privilege of chairing
the event.

Each year the commit-
tee selects an honoree, ei-
ther an individual or orga-
nization who has played
an important role in the
success of Scottsdale
Healthcare and the health
of our community.

Past honorees include Drew Brown, Herb
Drinkwater, Heather and Michael Green-
baum and Diane and Bruce Halle.

The Honor Ball is Saturday, Feb. 6 and
our distinguished honoree will be Dr. Daniel
Von Hoff, an oncologist and chief scientific
officer of Scottsdale Healthcare.

In his dual roles at Scottsdale Healthcare
and as physician-in-chief at Translational
Genomics Research Institute, Dr. Von Hoff
leads a team of world-class cancer research-
ers in the Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at
Scottsdale Healthcare.

Proceeds from the ball will benefit the
Virginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale
Healthcare.

All funds raised from this year’s Honor
Ball will go directly to support research and
patient services at the center.

Sandy Trznadel

As a community-based nonprofit cancer
center, those dollars will directly benefit our
friends, families and neighbors.

Since its dedication in 2001 as the Val-
ley’s first cancer center to offer comprehen-
sive cancer research, diagnosis, treatment
and support services in a single location,
thousands of patients have sought hope and
healing within its walls.

In the battle to defeat cancer, we take our
patients’ fight personally and do everything
in our power to win the war against this dis-
ease.

My husband, Frank, and I are long-time
supporters of Scottsdale Healthcare. Because
of my work on the Scottsdale Healthcare
Foundation’s Community Cancer Advisory
Council, this year’s recipient, the Virginia G.
Piper Cancer Center, has special meaning to
me. It’s very rewarding knowing that we are
helping patients and their families with their
cancer journey.

Editor’s Note: Sandy Trznadel is chair of
the 34th Scottsdale Healthcare Foundation
Honor Ball. To learn more about the Vir-
ginia G. Piper Cancer Center at Scottsdale
Healthcare, visit www.shc.org. For more
information on the Scottsdale Healthcare
Foundation Honor Ball, call 480-882-4510.

Achieve something great?

Share your news in print and online

Celebrations

az.newszap.com/celebrations

ACHIEVEMENT
ALEX EXAMPLE

Submit your good news today at http://az.newszap.com/celebrations

For a modest charge,
each package includes:

*A print announcement in the
newspaper of your choice

*An online listing at
az.newszap.com/celebrations

*Online guestbook for friends
and family to sign and view

*Online photo gallery for up to
10 photos

*Profile page

music of the Sammy Eubanks Band.

“Please join us again in support of our
efforts to improve the lives of our beloved
canines,” Ms. Donahue said.

The public will also have the opportunity
all week to microchip their dogs. The cost is
$25 to ensure their dog is safely returned if it
runs away or becomes lost. Additionally, a
DNA testing event, which costs $35, is avail-
able all week to determine the dog’s breed.

Event information and tickets can be
found and purchased respectively at www.
fiestacluster.com. E-mail basethund@aol.

com.
Post opinions in the Public Issues Forum at
www.newszap.com. News Editor Zach Colick
can be reached at 623-445-2884 or zcolick@
newszap.com.
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MONTEREY AT
MOUNTAIN VIEW

Located in Scottsdale, enjoy the easy life in this
wonderful gated community, located close to
resteraunts,movies,shopping. 4 bdrm,3.5 bath

home with a custom Julian’s kitchen and baths,

single level, split master, open and dramatic floor-
plan, private pool/spa...not to be missed!
Ready for immediate occupancy! $850,000
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